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have received the Inteniational Preliminazy Examinadon Report and raclose a copy. 
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In t le examination report, it is stated that the present application has not been examined since 
no ititemational search report has been established &r any of the claims. 

An iitemadonal search report was not established oh the international application because the 
present invention was deemed to relate to a scheme, rule or mediod of domg busmess. 
Methods of doing business are not considered to be inventions under the FCT and, as such, 
are! lot patentable. 

Th s was expected and, unfortunately, we are unable to respond to this objection at this time. 
Hovi^ever, the reason for requesting an international preliminary lamination was that it 
allows a 30 month period from the earliest priority date to file national phase applications 
un( ^ Chapter U of the PCT. The International I^eliminary Examination Report is puxely 
advisory and if it had not been requested the deadline for entering the national phase, i.e. 
pajing the national fees in countries such as Brazil, South Korea, Norway, Singapore, 
Yugoslavia and South AiSica would have been S March 2003. 



deadline for the national phase is S January 2004. Please let us know the countries in | 
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wl i|ch you would like to enter the national phase by 5 December 200,? so that we have tfane 



pr^are translations if necessary, 
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